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The Eontalvo House 1s located on Lot #15, Block 27 in
the Brackett subdivision of Brackettville, Texas. The Montalvo
property included lots 1, 2,3, 4, 12, 13, 14 and 15, bounded by
Ann Street, Rufu,s-; Alley, Thomas Street, and El Paso Street. The
house stands aa Thomas'Street

The growth of B1ackettVille parallels that of Fort Olark.
The F~rt wa a establi,d in 1852 foor the protection of the early
settlers aad travellers •
. .:~ The property tiaS originally .Lasued by a Bounty '\iarrant, #~602,
(payment for mil~tary, service) by James G. Gillette, Adjutant
GeneralJto Franc~sco Salinas on May 15, 1854.1 It contained 160 2
acres and lias noted as Survey .#285, section 13, on Jun.e ~3, 1.855.

Francisco Sa,linas tr~n.~i'err:ed· this.,property in 1taD entirety
to SamS. Smith on !Tovember;~i~'i854, and. tl1,e ?State of Texas 'issued
a pat~nt to ~!r. Smith, +1.glJe:~·of P,ranc1;'~~d~:~i1nas on' June 23,
la55.) l~r.• Smith acquir.ed- a ,great deal of land in this manner

, , .
during the early years of'Br~ckettv1lle.

SU~VeYff285was platted into blocks in the Oity of Braoke'tt
1n 1870 , and Block 27 was on the northernmost limits of the city.
In 1873 a. SUbdivision of the Survey was recorded Showing blocks
~'Tith numbered lots extending two more blocks to the ~rorth. 5

Sam 3. Smith died on June '3, 1331, \i'i11ing' all of his property
to his \·r1dol-T,sarah B. Sm1th. 6 ';;hile his will is recorded in the
cour.thou se t no death certificate is of record.[~ ce1"f[,Caf~ w~re. ra.Y8I~
iSS\AeJ. in \h\$ ifa.:1

" Sarah B. -Smit'h Ln turn sold Lots 14 and 15, BLock 27, as part
of 131 10ts/to.J. :.;• Jones for a total'" ?rice of i~312.00 on Dec.
26, 1335.7

~r. Jones transferred the t~o lots to :red 3itter for a ?rice
" 3of)25.00 on February 12t 1336. ,

Fred Bitter sold the property to Ildefo~so Bela for·~60.00 ~
on Uay 10, 1~a7.9
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Said Ildefonso Bela ~as also known as YldefonsoMontalvo,
Ydeif(;ndo '"foods, Obed ~'Toods,8.ndObed Eontalv,o an- svroz-n 1::1 an
~ffadavit by his daughter, Guadalu?e.IO

Yde1fonso )-,fon tal vo died February 17, 1941 t leaving his
?ro,erty to hi~Widow and eight surviving child~~n.l1 'Much
litigation ensued,eacompassi~g a period from 1941 until lJ53p
disputing control and distribution of the estate.

On l'larc~1.19, 1963 the -property ';'Tastransferred to Lucy
Fritter in the sale of aine lots for ~1,900.00 by the Estate of

. 12
Ydelfonso Montalvo. This property adjoined the Fritter
property 'on Lots 16 and 17.

Lucy Fri tter ao'Ld Lots 14 and 15, Eloc~<;27 _to Boul tinghouse
& Sheedy Dec 2t 1971, for a recorded fee of ~lO.oo.13

~ I ~ •• he.'4o .•<
Jack Boultinghouse transferfed~the property to John Sheedy

, , 14III in an affa~av.it on July 6, 1973.
The present ownez s, Jesse it .• aud Holly J. Schroeder

purchased the house and Lots 12, 13, 14, and l~ Bl.ock 27, fror;].
Johrr Sheedy III on July 10, i'~~7$.15

~:: '. '.-

. TEE'::ROUSE. ' •.~._;r/
The house as ::.'C sta,n-dt{ t.~9.ay~'las bui1 t·sonetime beti'Teen

,II - .',

Ju ue 10, 1837 and 1:333,"a2ta'r Yldefonso :Sela pur-chased the Land
a~d before the first chil~ was born to him aud his wife, Guadalupe.l,
:~r. 3e.1s.~-iasno st ser:.erall] known as ooed '<oodS, bu this }Tife' and

childre:l used the name I,:onta1vo. I xaa told tllat Mon.talvo 1s the
S)~~lish £or '-roods, so i?erha:ls tha.t helps explain it.

Obed ··,roodsliui1 t the house himself fro!!!.materials frow. his
r auch •• 7 It i'Tasof }ic:::et, lathe aud caliche ?laster ~.l const~uc-
ion, t:le '}ickets bei!lg cedar ':)osts and the r-ocz and caliche from
't:le area. ~.,auy of the old. .iou ses Ln Brac::ettyille -;;ere bull t Lu
this Ilac2ner as this .zas the co st rea'Cii1y available material.
Tile outside Has ~'lhite'Tashed a nd the :roof' ~;aS of hal1dsp1it cedar
shingles.

~ arC,'::lite.eture ca.i best be described as "Early 'J.'exas"
-The house was originally ttvo large rOOI4S.rith a ~.,.idecenter

. ,
halhiay, a porch in front and a screened-in porCh on the back , -,
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'~~le r ooza to the risht of the entry' has a flre?laee 'built of
r ocx from the r-a ich , Tlle ioTide center hal:r:'~;ay was u~ parlor
after the arrival of nine children.

Originally all co okmg was done in the "coole nouse ",
ad jacent to t:le house. There Has also a n o~tdoor oven for the
'uread baxe d ire s11daily, and a stone >Tell 'iThich still has ,fater
in it. There vTere t-;;Qcarriage barns, aud many other outbuildings
i'or c~1ic:\.eus, guin.ea hen-s, turkeys, horse s , 'Pigs and cows.
It was a regular little faro -;'1ith gardens and many fruit trees.18

• • •An interesting and undque inpovation tfas~col{e-vat cistern.
used to heat water. The \'1ater vras p\lTn.peff'r-ora the Y1ell~ 'lTilldmild
into a cistern. The cistern ~'ras encircled by a coke vat t and when
the coal traa ignited, the water 'ifas heated.

, ,
The :Citchen ,was later moved to the ba.clc

I '

r auch •.type cook .suove ~.,asused. 'The icOox
!?orch~ where an old
stood in the :lallway.'
coo~iug and eatingj~out half of the ~orc~ ~~s enclosed for

area.
'J:he -;'ihit evashe d e;;:teri6~' ~f tile hou se ,~r~$-;" stuccoed in the

••.: _. • ~. ·r! •• ·

(~30' s a.rd ze.caLns the 3a!~e~~to.:aa7.'A',fire 'll1.;·.i9~5''destroyed the
bact ,?o:;:cha:ld ::itche:l, .aJ:~iD..,demagiuG the rO'Jf and one corner of
t~~e uouse ,

2~in;;hol1se ,'?..':d Sheedy re}ai~ced t:le building so 1 t could
be l~seG."a~~office. '~:l~J plastol.'ed "tne iaside ~;alls ~ iThich 't-Tere
ol~i;L!ally covered uitn newspaper s and painted canvas. fTiudo~iS
~iare re :;laced to matea the oriGinal mul, ti-::)3.~le~"\,ynereneeded.
T~:eroof was re)laced ~-rith bro·.r:1esbestos shinsles on the main
par t , out the origiaal shingle s are i;lill 011 the front porch.

Since we iave )urc~ased 1~, we have re?laced the back porch
ccclc :ii th old Lurabez- :;>alvaGsdfror:-.a .100-~ear-old home, and re-
]lastered the back ;oral 1 , \l11ich ~'las damagad in. the fire. 'ie have

, I

.~ re ?laced the !:lissing "gingerbread" trim on. the front porch ~'rhere
needed , so that the e;:terior rSL'lains the sane ,

Our pla~s are to use the buildinG as an Art Gallery, Antique
aud Gift shop. 't« 110geto eventual+¥ re,?lace ttre back poncb, .,
a~d the cedar shingle roof.
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l·:r. coanonLy :c~o:'m as Obed -'ioods, was

->; born Jan. 23, 1.359 L'1 Sa61'3 Pass; Texas. -His t16ther vas
3leauor 3!.'li t.h , 3n;:~lish~'lor.:a~1fro::! Calor-ado. :-:i s father vra s
j)oloaario LO:ltal'ro 0: l-lexico .14 ~'lhere the name :~ela -he used
i~ ~urchasing~he )roperty came from reeai~s a nysteri~ even to
u i.s livitlg r-e La t Lve s ,

He ~'las war:-ied to Guada1u,?e 2.esch::ia:J.(1368-1953) of .3agle
zas s in a civil ce renony in 13.30, acc or-dLn-; to a ::arriaGe
coavaj.Lda t ton by the 'Catholic Church in 193'3.20 Her fattler was
,Johm Eteschruan from Alsace Lor ra.Lae , and ae reputedly spoke seven.
different Languag es , Her mother_ was 71canta Ramirez of Texas.

~ccording to his grandso~s, Idelfouso ~eceived his education
Ln Canada, even goLug to college there. He was uell versed in. the
classics and philosophy a~d shared his ~uo~rledge withma!lY young

i

ne n in Brac::ett .'/~l, \
His mot~e~ purchased proper~y in Brackett as ea=ly as 137722

so iorenight assume his fao:tly tra s there at that time. !tis death
certificate 1i.5ts hi3 occupa-ti'ioa~~ a r-aucuer , but he wa.s also a
book::3e')er and II jac:';: of a.li''t,~ades Ii at 'peterstin. &: Co., "the largest

. . , . .. . '. . ..~' ,

auc;. Z-!ost complete at ock of ge~reral:;ierc1iattd,~Sf:! in Brackett and A:1ll:lej
, '." .' . . . ·"If ~ ',.

.Jounty.!~ ~Ie rras also -aciV:ilia.:1 e~)loyee at :S'ort Clark in the
, ?3 ".,"

Paymaster De:)artraer!t, - 'ioTh'er'ehe developed a method of quickly countn
the gold coins H'hicLl~'rere used in place of our pr eserrt paper- money.

!-fe a-id his ~ri.:fe ;lad nine child;;.~e:1., ei~b.t ot: k';homwere still
living at the time of his death in 1941. :rO:l.esurvive today.

" The Lrouy of this family is that the children. of th~ educated
ar ri versa tile sei.:!.tlerZl3.~l,.•ere not allo.,'red to '::;0 to the public schools
because tJ:lere va s SU v',Josedly scrae b'Lack bLood in the tauily, so they
ver e trutor-ad by Miss' ;essie Wilso~l in their hone. 24

"
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FOOTNOTES
Vol A 1-317 ·Deed Records Kinney County
Ibid.
Vol A4:"S43::' ." ." /I' tt -.

Vol A 1-299 fI " " It

Vol A 2-443" " " It
Vol B 2-183 Probate" It fI

Vol A 6-103 Deed" " "
Vol .A 8-623 "" " "
Vol A 6-493 "" " II'
Vol B 22-204 "'~,, II II

Vol 4-37 Probate Records #332 Kinney County
Vol A 42-370 Deed Records Kinney County
Vol A 44-32 "" ." "
Vol J42-32 "" ""
Vol A 52-845 ft" "It

Senovia Montalvo» daughter-in-law of Ildefonso Montalvo
'and her mother; Mrs. Terrazas', both still living in Brackettville
Eloy Montalvo'" gra:!l.dson who grew up in the house and lives in
Salt Lake City, Utah. I .

Eloy, Frank, Maurice Jr. Montalvo, grandsons
Death Records Kl~ney Cou~ty Courthouse
Marriage Records ?age .130 .st~. _·I·Iary'~!agdalen Oatho11c Church
Brackettville .. -.' - --
J" Lee Ballantyne, widOw:·orc. 'B. Balllil~1:Yne who worked .at.
Peterson & 00. with, Obed· ;i'oods . - ,"~':;';-~':~,- ',_

Eol A 5-392 Deed Recot-d:s Zinney County"-" "
George ·:tyrick. Bracks·t.tvULe, stationed at Fort Clark in the 30's
Ag!les '{ondy, niece of -Bessie :'iil son and daughter of I·Irs. Prl tter
Brackettville.

3I3LIOG3..~?:iY
Deed R.~cords; Kl:mey coua ty
Jield ~otes: Kianey county
hi~cella~eous Records: ~inuey Oounty
irobate ~inutes: Ki~ney Couaty
.:.ea th .tecoz-ds e :Z:in:1ey County
l·~arriage 3.ecords: St. :·~ary l,:agdalen Church, 3rackettville
Montalvo ~amily History coopiled by ~rs. Zloy Eontalvo
I~inney Oounty Risto:!:"] 'oy Kinne:' County ::istorical Society

-,
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