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THE MONTALVQO HOUSE —
234 L
Molly J. Schroeder
(mrs. dsite )

The Moantalvo House is located on Lot #15, Block 27 in
the Brackett subdivision of Brackettville, Texas. The Montalv
property lncluded lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 14 and 15, bounded
Ann Street, Rufus: Alley, Thomas Street, and El Paso 3treet. T
house stands oa Thomas Street

The growth of Brackettville parallels that of Fort Clark.
The Fort was establi%?

settlers and travellers.
©-»: The property was originally issued by a Bounty Warrant, #

(payment for military service) by James G. Gillette, Adjutant
General, to Francisco Sallnas on May 15, 1854. 1 It contalned 1

0
oy
he

d in 1852 for the protection of the early

1602, .

60

acres and was noted as Survey #285, section 13, on June 13, 1855.
Franclisco Salinas transferred this. nroperty in itsETEE?If§$Y“**

to Sam S. Smith on November~? 21, 1854, and the. State of Texas'i
a patent to Mr. Smith, %%1suee of’ “ranc&sco $alinas on June 23
1855.”° Mr. Smith acquiredva great deal of land in this manner
'duriug the early years of Bracmettville.

~ Survey #285 was platted into blocks in the City of Bracke:
in 1u704, and Block 27 was on the northernmost limits of the ¢

ssued

4

tt
ity.

In 1873 a subdivision of the Survey was recorded showing blocks

with numbered lots extending two more blocks to the North.5
Sam 3. Smith died on June 3, 1331, willing all of his pro
to his widow, Sarah B. Smith.® hile his will is recorded in

Courtqoaoe, no death certificate

59 n
o 13oe éarah B Smita in tura sold Lots 14 aand 15, Block 27, as

of 131 lotsyto J. . Joues for a total” price of ;3312.00 on Dec

perty
the

is of record.@azﬂ) cortificabes were ramlq

part

* ir. Joues traansferred the tﬁo lots to “red 2itter for a vrice

525.00 on February 12, 1836.°

Q
Ry

Pred Bitter sold the property to Tldefouso Bela for "3160. OO

on lay 10, 1387.9
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3aid Ildefonso Bela was also kaowa as Yldefozso Montalvo,
Ydeifunso “Toods, Obed Voods, and Oved Montdlwo a5 sworn ia an
dffadavit by his daugater, Guadaluoe.lo

Ydelfonso Moatalvo died February 17, 1941, leaving his
nronerty to his widow and eight surviving nildren.ll Much
litigation easuedyeacompassing a period from 1941 until 1953’
disputing countrol and distribution of the estate.

~ On March 19, 1963 the property was traasferred to Lucy

Hri’cuer in the sale of nine lotzs for 31,900.00 by the =Estate of
Ydelfonso ontalvo.12 This nroperty adjoined the Fritter
property on Lots 16 and 17. )

Lucy Fritter sold Lots 14 and 15, Block 27 to Boultinghouse
& Sheedy Dec 2, 1971, for a recorded fee of 310.00.17

Jack Boultinghouse transferreﬁ;iggtﬁ;auerty to John Sheedy
IIT ln aa affadavit on July 6, 1973.

The preseant owners} Jesse R. aad Molly J. Schroeder
purchased the house and Lots 12, 13, 14, azd 15 Block 27 fron
John Sneedy III on July 10, 1978 15

2age 2

-

v F'* uonsw ) 1'3»,' e
The house as it staddy uodéy vas built Sometime between
June 10, 1837 and 1338,°after Yldefoaso Sela nurchased tae land

and beforas the first child was bora to him aad his wife, Guadalupe.
“r. 3ela was nost gererally xnown as Obed ““oods, but his wife and

ciildrez used the name liontalvo. I was told that Mountalveo is the
S»anisa for Yoods, so perhnaps thdt helps exvlala 1it.

Qbed “oods built the house himself from materials fron ais
ranch.’7 It was oi jiciet, lathe aud caliche »laster ee: consizuc-

1

iou, tue wickets being cedar nosts aad the rocx and calicae fronm
tag area, »any of the o0lé aoused ia Brackettville were vullt ia
tils maansr as this was the 1ost reaully avallable material.

Tne outside was whitewashed and the I’oof was of ﬂat_a“bllt cedar

shingles.

ng/""'“’EEEk arciaitecture can best be described as "Early Texas”

The house was oriszinally two large rooms with a wide center
kallway, a Qorch in front and a screened-in porch on the back.
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2 to the right of the entry has a fireplace bullt of
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rom the raach. The wide center nalI:way was us varlor

H
Q

0C:iL
after the arrival of aine childrea.

Originally all cooking was dome in the "cook housé",
adjacent to the house. Threre was also an outdoor oven for the
vread ptaxed fresh daily, and a stome well waich still nas water
ia 1t. fThere were two carriage barus and maay otner outbulldiags

Tfor calckens, gulnea hens, turkeys, horses, pigs and cows..

It was a regular little farm with gardens and many fruit trees.18

An interesting and unique ianovation wasghcoie-vat cistern
used to neat water. The water was punpedp from the welllby a windmill

into a cistern. The cistern was encircled by a coke vat, and when

the coal was ignited, the water was heated.
The kitchqniwasﬁlater noved to the back norch, where an old
raach-type cook stove was used. ‘'Tae ice-box stood in the 2allway.
t half of the porclh as enclosed for the cooiing and eatlng

doou T

area. . ) .

The vhitewashed exteriér of the house, was-stuccoed in the
- . ¢ SR g et

(ﬂpo?s aad rei;mains the same,today. 4 fire 115;933 destroyed the

baclk vorch-and iitchen, also.dEmazing the rosf aad one coruer of

Sizg;xinghouse a2d Sheedy re-aired the building so it could
ecpai oxiice. They plastered thne iaside walls, which werg
Sinally covered with newsvapers and nainted canvas. Tindows
rere rezlaced to maten the original multi—ﬁaneﬁ wanere needed.

roof was renslaced with browm esbestos shingles on the main
part, out the original shiangles are §11 on the front porch.
hGave purchased if, we have renlaced the back porch

3ince we
lumber selvaged from a _100-year—old home, and re-

aeelk wvith ola
slastered the back wall, which was damaged in the fire. ¥e have
replaced the missing "gingerbread" trim oa the froat porch waere
needed, so that the erterior rewmains the saxe.

Our plans are to use the bullding as an Art Gallery, Autique
aixd 5ift shopn. ‘re hope to eventually replace the bacx porch %

and the cedar shingle roof.
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more commoaly wnown as Qbed Joods, was

nr. lloatalvo

> = - — =
== born Jaum. 23, ia Zazie Pass, Texas. "His nother was

Eleanor 3uitn, Saizlishworan froo Colorado. =Zis father was
a4 - L3 - ¥ - ° Z'r - » -, - -
420iloaario i.ontalvo of uexlco.l “here tie name Hela he used

ia aurchasin@:the sroverty came from reraizs a nystery, evea to
ais living relatives,

He was warried to Guadalune Resciman (L3563-1353) of Zagle
Pass in a civil cersmony in 1330, accordiiz to 2 =arriage
coavalidation by the Catholie Church ia l“BJ.QO Her fatuer was
Johm Reschman from Alsace Lorraine, aud 2e reputedly snoke seven
differeat lanzuages. Her mother was 7iceata Ramirez of Texas.

According to his grandsons, Idelfounso received his education
in Canada, evea going to college there. He was well versed in the

classics and pnilosophy and ohared nis Xnowledge with many young

men in prac“euu.?l

dis mother purchased property ia Brackett as early as 1377
so we night assume als fanlly vas there at that time. His death
certificate lis&is kis occupation as a raacher, but he was also a
booklizever aud "jack of alT ‘trades” at Pete”sﬁn % Co., "the largest
aia uost complete stock QL ce teral qercnaﬂdise In Brackett and Kilnnej
Souatry.” e was also a cﬂvilﬂa em37oye° at Tort Clarx in the
Paymaster ﬁeparument,‘s Jhere he developed a method of quickly counti
the gold coins which were used in place of our preseat »naper money.

He 214 his rife had nine children, eizht of whom were still
living at the time of his death in 1941. :fone survive today. '

The iroay of this family is that the children of thes educated
ard versatile gentlemaa were not allowed to 3o to tiae puvlic schools
because there was supposedly some black dlood ian the family, so they

. 2
( irere tutb v Miss 3Zessie Wilson in their uome.
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TdE MONTALVO HOUSE
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. FOOTNOTES
1. Vol A 1-317 Deed Records Kinney County
2, Ibdd, : .. A dew
30 VOl A h—s#jv Ly oo oon B ]
4, Vol A 1-299 " " n "
5. Vol A 2-44 1" " t 1
g' vgl B 2_18; F.rObateu . 1 "
7. Vol A 6-103 Deed " " "
8. Vol A 8-623 " " u "
9. Vol A 6-493 wo, r .
10 Vol B 22-204 # ik n n
11 Vol 4-37 Probate Records #332 Kinney County

12. Vol A 42-370 Deed Records Kinney County
13 Vol A 44-32 " - "
14 Vol A 42-32 " "

15 vol A 52._845 1" 1 i} 14
Senovia Mountalvo, daughter-in-law of Ildefonso Montalvo

and ner mother; Mrs. Terrazas, both still living in Brackettville

17 Eloy Montalvo, grandson who grew up in the house and 1ives ia
Salt Lake Clty, Utah.

18. Eloy,. Frank, Maurice Jr. Montalvo, grandsons

19 Death Records Kinney County Courthouse

20 Marriage Records ~age 130 St. Fary Fagdalen Cathollc Church
Brackettville

21l. J. Lee Ballantyne, widow of C "B. Ballantyne who worked at-
Peterson & Co. wlth Obed: }oods . 5 ,

22 Xol A 5-392 Deed Recdrds Xinney County®

23 George Wyricx, ackettville, stationed at Fort Clark in the 30's

24 Agnes Voandy, niece of Bessie Wilsoa and daughter of Mrs. Fritter

Brackettville.

3I3LIOGRARPHY

Deed Records; . Xlzney County

fleld otes:  Kinney County
xiscellaaeous Records: «inaney Counity

Probate iinutes: ZXinney Couaty

weath .lecords: Kinaey Coath
marriage Records: 3t. ary lagdalen Churca, 3rackettville
wontalvo Family Hi story comniled by krs. Iloy ilontalvo
ZLianey County History by Kinneyr uouaty istorical Soclety
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